2.   THE STORM SIGNAL

Johannesburg, as was quite proper, has given the storm signal
The mass meeting1, called by the British Indian Association, was a
thorough success. Mr. Gachalia2 has given a respectful but firm
warning that there are some Indians in South Africa who are pre-
pared to give their all for the sake of their and their country's honour.
The meeting passed resolutions which we doubt not would receive
Government's earnest attention.

Indeed, it would appear that the meeting has already produced
some effect on the mind of the Government.   Reuter's report of
the Johannesburg meeting is quickly followed up by an inspired
explanation of the Searle judgment.   The wire3, which we publish
in full, is a lame and poor attempt to whittle down the full effect
of Justice  Searle's judgment.   The bonafides of Bai   Mariam is
questioned.   The question of polygamy has been quite gratuitously
introduced.   But the Searle judgment is too clear and too precise
to need any explanation.   The learned Judge himself said that it
was a test case.   It was treated as such by both the parties, and the
only issue before him was whether marriages solemnized accord-
ing to the tenets of Islam could be recognized by the Gape courts
for the purposes of the immigration law.   His Lordship's decision
on the point is unequivocal and emphatic.   Such marriages are
invalid.   It is on this that the protest of the Johannesburg meeting
is based.   The Government may not, they dare not, follow up the
case to its logical extent.   But the legal possibilities are there. They
were clearly brought out by Mr. Ritch4 in his speech before the
meeting.   There are some things which we may not worry over
until the actuality stares us in the face; but there are some other
things whose possible happening, too, must be avoided at all cost*
No Indian husband can rest under the possibility of his wife's status
being questioned and all the consequences of the possibility becoming
an actuality.

lrThis was held on March 30, 1913; for the resolutions passed at the
meeting, vide Appendix II.

2 Ahmed Mahomed Cachalia, Chairman, British Indian Association

3 This is not reproduced here.

4 L. W. Ritch, barrister, an active associate of Gandbiji; vide Vol. IX,
p. 10.